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although the absence of adequate causes is not im-
plied, those causes are conceived as inherent in the
objects that are regarded as active, and the phe-
nomena are contemplated as producing themselves.
The progress of science has constantly contributed
to confirm the legitimacy of this conception, and its
great work has consisted in the steady transfer of
one field of phenomena after another from a sup-
posed active or passive condition to this independent
middle condition, rescuing them from anthropomor-
phic conceptions and demonstrating the self-activity
of the universe. This has gone so far that to-day
all things are looked at from the standpoint of
evolution, and evolution is only an expression for
universal genesis.

Although genesis is sometimes translated creation,
yet at bottom it is the precise opposite of creation
(TTO^W). The Latin language, as already said,
imperfectly expressed this middle sense by various
uses of the passive voice, but modern languages,
developed more under the influence of scientific
conceptions, have partly supplied the defect by the
almost universal use of a reflective form. The
Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, French, German, and
Russian languages all make extensive use of this
form, and the Russian, which has many.of the ele-
ments of the Greek besides its characters, resorts
to this method even more than the Romance lan-
guages. The English is perhaps the poorest of all
modern languages in this respect, but there are